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5. CONCLUSION

5.1 The Chief Inspector’s Report 2004-06 stresses:

“There has never been a time when coherent and joined up thinking 
and action are more urgently needed.  With increasing numbers of 
young people with complex needs there is insuffi cient multi-agency, 
collaborative working….. relevant Departments need to review their 
differing structures, requirements and protocols and to work together 
more strategically to ensure that the needs of vulnerable young people 
are met.”

While this report advocates strongly the need for inter-departmental working 

there is also a need for DE to provide stronger and clearer strategic direction and 

to quality assure the development of an overarching regional strategy striving for 

excellence in providing for this vulnerable population.  

5.2 The early signs are that the collaboration envisaged within the C&YP funding 

package has the potential to benefi t these children and young people through an 

inter-departmental programme of action, but as this report points out there is a 

considerable distance to travel if needs are to be met adequately.

“There has never been a time when coherent and joined up thinking 
and action are more urgently needed.  With increasing numbers of 
young people with complex needs there is insuffi cient multi-agency,
collaborative working….. relevant Departments need to review their 
differing structures, requirements and protocols and to work together 
more strategically to ensure that the needs of vulnerable young people 
are met.”
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Appendix 1

SURVEY PARTICIPANTS

Western Education and Library Board

Drumragh Integrated College, Omagh 

Ebrington Primary School, Londonderry

Gibson Primary School, Omagh

Holy Cross College, Omagh 

Immaculate Conception College, Londonderry

Lisneal College, Londonderry

Nazareth House Primary School, Londonderry

Sacred Heart Grammar School, Omagh 

St Brigid’s High School, Carnhill, Londonderry

St Brigid’s Primary School, Carnhill, Londonderry 

Steelstown Primary School, Londonderry

Southern Education and Library Board

Brownlow Integrated College, Craigavon

Holy Trinity Primary School, Cookstown

Integrated College, Dungannon

Killicomaine Junior High School, Portadown

Lismore Comprehensive School, Craigavon 

Newry High School

Primate Dixon Primary School, Coalisland

St Joseph’s High School, Newry

St Mary’s High School, Newry

St Paul’s High School, Newry

Tannaghmore Primary School, Lurgan

Tullygally Primary School, Craigavon

South-Eastern Education and Library Board

Belvoir Park Primary School, Belfast

Lakewood Special School, Bangor

Laurelhill Community College, Lisburn

Lisburn Central Primary School

St Coleman’s High School, Ballynahinch

St Columbanus High School, Bangor

St Mary’s High School, Downpatrick 

St Patrick’s College, Lisburn
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Belfast Education and Library Board

Avoniel Primary School, Belfast

Glenveagh School, Belfast

Hazelwood Integrated College, Newtownabbey

St Louise’s Comprehensive College, Belfast

St Patrick’s College, Bearnageeha

Providers of AEP

Ardmore Guidance Centre, Downpatrick

Enniskillen AEP

Limavady Educational Alternative Provision (LEAP)

Loughshore Education Resource Centre, Newtownabbey

Omagh AEP

Strabane Alternative Educational Support of Pupils (AESOP)

Post-Primary School Principals

Mr Sean Bradley – Holy Cross College, Strabane

Mr Colm Clarke - St Mark’s High School,  Warrenpoint

Mr Brian Haugh - Dunluce School, Bushmills

Mrs Deirdre McNally – St Mary’s High School, Lurgan

Mr Glen Reilly – Limavady High School

Primary School Principals

Mr George Buckley – Magherafelt Primary School

Mr Seamus Coyle – Termoncanice Primary School, Limavady

Mr Albert Maguire – Bessbrook Primary School, Newry

Mr Dominic McDermott – Barrack Street Boys’ Primary School, Strabane

Mr John McGinley – St Mary’s Boys’ Primary School, Strabane

Chief Education Welfare Offi cers, ELBs

Education Welfare Offi cers, WELB

Children and young people, parent and carers in BELB and WELB

Barnardos

Save the Children
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Appendix 2

Some young people are represented in more than one statistic, but the absence of a 

database prevents us knowing how many are in this category. We need to include an 

estimate of the size of the four to 16-19 years cohort.

• In 2005-06, some 5,577 pupils were suspended from schools and 4,467 

were referred as persistent non-attenders.  There is growing concern in 

each ELB area about increasing numbers of children and young people 

missing from school registers altogether.

• At 31 March 2005, 1,593 children and young people were on the child 

protection register: 34.8% assessed as at risk of neglect (only); 19.8% 

at risk of physical abuse (only); 15.2% at risk of emotional abuse (only); 

14.7% at risk of sexual abuse (only); and 15.5% at risk of more than one 

type of abuse.

• In 2004, the Police Service for Northern Ireland referred a total of 8,424 

children and young people below the age of 17 years to a Youth Diversion 

Scheme because of offending or anti-social behaviour or at risk of doing 

so.  There was a 20% increase in youth defendants entering Youth Courts 

(from 1,554 in 2003 to 1,862 in 2004).

• In 2004, 57 young people aged under 17 years were sentenced to custody 

in the Juvenile Justice System; 291 were aged 17-20 year olds.

• The Young Person’s Behaviour and Attitude Survey (2003) showed that 

23% of all young people in the survey (year 8 to year 12) had used drugs/

solvents and 60% had used alcohol.

• Over 1,000 post-primary pupils were enrolled in AEP during 2005-06.

• In March 2005, 2,531 children and young people were looked after by 

Social Services.

• Around 16.7 of every 1,000 young women aged 13-19 years become 

pregnant each year.

• Statistics from the Bamford Review suggest that up to 20% of our children 

and young people have mental health problems serious enough to require 

intervention.
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