
Report of an 
Independent School 
Initial Registration 
Inspection
Lifeboat Christian School
DE Ref No IS105

May 2026



Page 1 

Contents 

1. CONTEXT ........................................................................................................... 2 
2. FOCUS OF THE INITIAL REGISTRATION INSPECTION .................................. 2 
3. KEY FINDINGS ................................................................................................... 3 
4. EFFICIENT AND SUITABLE INSTRUCTION ..................................................... 3 
5. CHILD PROTECTION AND SAFEGUARDING ................................................... 4 
6. ACCOMMODATION, EQUIPMENT AND RESOURCES, INCLUDING HEALTH
AND SAFETY ............................................................................................................. 4 
7. CONCLUSION .................................................................................................... 4 
8. APPENDIX .......................................................................................................... 5 

APPENDIX 1: QUANTITATIVE TERMS ................................................................ 5 



Page 2 

1. CONTEXT

Lifeboat Christian School is situated in the grounds of Lifeboat Christian Fellowship 
Church on the Old Moy Road, near Dungannon.  The school was established in 
September 2024, by members of the church for their children.  The work of the 
school is overseen by a board of governors, made up mainly of representatives from 
within the church.  The school and church community aim to provide Christian 
education which is based on the Accelerated Christian Education (ACE) programme.  
The school is funded mainly by Lifeboat Christian Fellowship, supplemented by 
regular donations from individuals and special gifts. 

Statistical Information 

Lifeboat Christian School 2024/25 2025/26 
Enrolment * * 
No. of pupils of primary school age * * 
No. of pupils of post-primary school age * * 
% Attendance for pupils of primary school age 96.9% 95.7% 
% Attendance for pupils of post-primary school age N/A N/A 
FSME Percentage** 0% 0% 
No. of pupils on the register of special educational needs * * 
No. of pupils with a statement of educational need * * 
No. of newcomers * * 

Source: data as held by the school. 
* fewer than 5
** The term ‘FSME Percentage’ refers to the percentage of pupils with free school 
meals entitlement.
N/A Not available

2. FOCUS OF THE INITIAL REGISTRATION INSPECTION

During the initial registration inspection visit, in line with Article 38 of The Education 
and Libraries (Northern Ireland) Order 1986, the inspectors focused on the extent to 
which the: 

• school provides efficient and suitable instruction (referred to in this report as
‘provision’) that is matched to the age, gender and ability of the pupils;

• arrangements for child protection and safeguarding (including the vetting
arrangements for staff) are appropriate, are in place and are being
implemented;

• accommodation is suitable for a school and is appropriate for the age,
gender and numbers of pupils attending the school;

• equipment and resources are sufficient, safe and appropriate, including
those related to fire safety; and

• pupils get access to education on a full-time basis, with reference to pupil
attendance.
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Inspectors observed teaching and learning, scrutinised documentation and the 
pupils’ written work and held discussions with the teachers and staff with specific 
responsibilities, and the pupils while they were in their lessons. 
  
It should be noted that independent schools are not obliged to follow the Northern 
Ireland Curriculum and may employ teachers who do not hold teaching qualifications 
recognised by the General Teaching Council for Northern Ireland or the Department 
of Education.  Further details of the nature of the curriculum offered and the teaching 
qualifications held by the staff are included in this report. 
 
3. KEY FINDINGS 
 

• Lifeboat Christian School provides efficient and suitable instruction that is 
matched to the age, gender and ability of the pupils. 

 
• Based on the evidence available at the time of the inspection visit, there are 

appropriate arrangements for child protection and safeguarding of pupils in 
place. 

 
• The accommodation is of a good standard and clearly fit for its educational 

purpose. 
 

• The equipment and resources are attractive, and age- and stage-appropriate. 
 
4. EFFICIENT AND SUITABLE INSTRUCTION 
 
The staff comprises four part-time teachers and one classroom assistant, none of 
whom have qualified teacher status.  For the first half of this school year, one full-
time qualified teacher was in post.  The teachers recently undertook training in 
delivering the ACE curriculum, facilitated by the head teacher at another 
independent Christian school. 
 
There are supportive relationships between staff and children: the teachers know 
them well.  Small classes provide personalised support and enable independence.  
However, small class sizes limit opportunities for group work and wider discussion, 
and the extensive use of ACE booklets and worksheets constrains independence of 
thought and expression. 
 
The ACE curriculum provides a structured and Christian-focused approach to skills 
and knowledge development.  Its over-reliance on prescriptive materials with 
closed-ended tasks limit critical thinking and collaborative learning.  The school 
appropriately broadens the focus on completing booklet-driven tasks through weekly 
lessons in art, music, physical education and Eco club that are more open-ended 
and stimulate creativity. 
 
In the foundation stage (FS), the children participate well in discussion and, as a 
result, their oral skills are developed well.  While most of the older children’s work is 
completed individually, their one-to-one interactions with the teacher enable them to 
articulate their thinking and seek help if required.  The children’s reading and spelling 
skills are developed systematically, and weekly visits to a local public library highlight 
the value placed on reading.  The reliance on ACE booklets, with an over-emphasis 
on short, single-word responses, limits opportunities for extended writing.  
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Across the key stages, the children use mathematical equipment confidently to 
complete accurate calculations; however, their independent and flexible 
mathematical thinking now needs to be developed further. 
 
The children’s progress is tracked effectively through ACE packs and test scores, 
supported by written reports and a more detailed learner evaluation report.  
Throughout the school, the pupils have positive dispositions to learning and their 
behaviour is excellent.  The small number of pupils in the school inhibits the 
children’s wider socialisation, but the school mitigates this with occasional visits to a 
larger school that encourages wider participation and socialisation. 
 
The children attend full-time, with attendance rates consistently above 95%. 
 
5. CHILD PROTECTION AND SAFEGUARDING 
 
Based on the evidence available at the time of the inspection visit, there are 
appropriate arrangements for child protection and safeguarding of pupils in place.  In 
discussions with the children, they reported that they feel safe in the school and 
know what to do if they have any concerns about their safety or welfare. 
 
6. ACCOMMODATION, EQUIPMENT AND RESOURCES, 

INCLUDING HEALTH AND SAFETY 
 
The church has invested significantly in purpose-built accommodation which 
comprises two spacious classrooms with sufficient, age-appropriate equipment and 
resources to support the children’s learning, including access to ICT.  The school 
building and playground have controlled access and are secure. 
 
At the time of inspection, the school’s detailed health and safety policy, its 
approaches to risk management and its record-keeping provide appropriate 
assurances to the church authorities that arrangements for managing the children’s 
health and safety are in place. 
 
7. CONCLUSION 
 
On receipt of this report, and considering all other evidence available, the 
Department of Education has concluded that the school will be registered to provide 
education. 
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8. APPENDIX 
 
APPENDIX 1: QUANTITATIVE TERMS 
 
In this report, proportions may be described as percentages, common fractions and 
in more general quantitative terms.  Where more general terms are used, they 
should be interpreted as follows: 

 
 Almost/nearly all - more than 90%  
 Most - 75% - 90%  
 A majority - 50% - 74%  
 A significant minority - 30% - 49%  
 A minority - 10% - 29%  
 Very few/a small number - less than 10% 
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