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FOLLOW-UP TO THE INSPECTION OF MOUNT ST NICHOLAS PLAYGROUP,
CARRICKFERGUS, CO ANTRIM (3BB-0087)

The inspection in November 2004 highlighted strengths in the caring and supportive
atmosphere for learning, the children’s good behaviour, the examples of purposeful,
productive and concentrated play and the range of interesting and varied activities throughout
the year. It identified the need for improvement in the following key areas:

the further development of the planning, particularly for physical play;
the effectiveness of the staff interaction; and

to improve aspects of the organisation of the daily routine.

In the interval since the inspection, the following action which affects the work of the
pre-school centre has taken place:

there have been a number of staff changes and a member of staff is in her final
year of completing a childcare degree;

the special educational needs (SEN) policy has been updated and additional
procedures put in place which have been shared with the parents;

additional materials and resources have been added to improve storage within the
playroom and to provide a greater choice of physical play opportunities for the
children both indoors and outdoors;

the staff have attended some relevant training in SEN, and development planning;
they have worked appropriately with the early years specialist on improving the
quality of their involvement with the children;

the staff have incorporated the mathematical learning opportunities more clearly
in their plans; and

the staff has changed more effectively the organisation of the group story session,
the home-time arrangements, and have introduced an informal snack routine.

The Education and Training Inspectorate (Inspectorate) carried out an inspection visit to the
centre as part of the follow-up process. This report was compiled following the inspection
visit on 1 October 2008 and also takes account of the findings of the monitoring visit in
September 2008.

The centre has a development plan. It has been adjusted in light of the inspection findings.
The leader and the centre’s early years specialist have identified appropriate areas for
continued development.

The following are the most important improvements brought about by the staff and the
management group:



e the monthly planning has been adapted to include more detail and now highlights
the learning potential within each area of play. The plans are now displayed
throughout the playroom and provide useful guidance for the staff. They are
evaluated regularly and modified to take account of the children’s responses to the
activities;

e the staff have reviewed and improved the organisation of the session. The
children are greeted on arrival and settle quickly to play. The routines of the day
effectively support the children’s sense of responsibility and care and create a
purposeful flow of activity throughout the session;

e the staff demonstrate more understanding and skill in promoting the children’s
language and learning through close involvement with the children in their play
and they regularly evaluate the effectiveness of the programme;

e the centre’s early years specialist has provided regular and valuable advice and
support for the staff despite the ongoing staffing changes; and

e the staff are developing more productive links with the primary school and value
the opportunities to share their accommodation and some resources.

Since the inspection, the centre evaluated the progress made in the area of staff interaction as
identified in the original inspection. The Inspectorate recommends that the processes for self-
evaluation are developed to focus more strongly on self-evaluation as a means to bring about
improvement.

Good progress has been made in most of the areas for improvement identified during the
original inspection but some minor areas such as the physical play programme and the
organisation of the story session still require improvement. The organisation is developing a
rigorous process of self-evaluation which leads to improvement.

The centre’s progress in the minor areas for improvement will be monitored by the District
Inspector.

© CROWN COPYRIGHT 2008

This report may be reproduced in whole or in part, except for
commercial purposes or in connection with a prospectus or
advertisement, provided that the source and date thereof are
stated.

Copies of this report are available on the DE website:
www.deni.gov.uk or may be obtained from the Inspection
Services Branch, Department of Education, Rathgael House,
43 Balloo Road, Bangor, Co Down BT19 7PR.




<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /Unknown

  /Description <<
    /FRA <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create PDF documents with higher image resolution for improved printing quality. The PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Reader 5.0 and later.)
    /JPN <FEFF3053306e8a2d5b9a306f30019ad889e350cf5ea6753b50cf3092542b308000200050004400460020658766f830924f5c62103059308b3068304d306b4f7f75283057307e30593002537052376642306e753b8cea3092670059279650306b4fdd306430533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103057305f00200050004400460020658766f8306f0020004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d30678868793a3067304d307e30593002>
    /DEU <>
    /PTB <>
    /DAN <>
    /NLD <>
    /ESP <>
    /SUO <>
    /ITA <>
    /NOR <>
    /SVE <>
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


