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The focused inspection in January 2006 highlighted strengths in the very positive ethos, the
good and sometimes very good quality of the teaching observed, the effective methods of
assessment used and the commitment and dedication of the Principal and good team spirit
among the staff. The inspection identified the need for improvement in the following key
areas:

e to update aspects of the child protection procedures used in the school; and

e to review and develop the provision for structured play throughout key stage
(KS) 1 in order to provide a richer and more stimulating programme of play
activities for the children.

In the interval since the inspection, the following actions which affects the work of the
school, has taken place:

e the Principal has had initial training for the implementation of the Revised
Northern Ireland Curriculum;

e the Principal has completed the centrally programmed training for Year 5
teachers, and the assistant teacher has completed the centrally programmed
training for Year 1 teachers in the Foundation Stage (FS);

e the school has purchased many additional resources specifically for activity based
learning in the FS and KS1;

e two interactive white boards have been purchased for use in the FS, KS1 and KS2;

e the school mobile has been refurbished to facilitate and enhance a more practical
approach to learning in the FS and KS1;

e the assistant teacher has carried out visits to other primary schools and the local
nursery school to observe practice in the Early Years; and

e the staff report that they have received some helpful support from members of the
Southern Education and Library Board’s Curriculum Advisory and Support
Service.

The Education and Training Inspectorate carried out a follow-up inspection October 2007.
The following are the most important improvements since the focused inspection:
e the school has a comprehensive pastoral care policy of which the strengths are the
high quality of the pastoral care provision, the strong and effective leadership of

the Principal for pastoral care and the effective communications with parents and
board of governors;



e the Foundation Stage children and the KS 1 children are taught within a composite
class. The staff have worked hard to create an attractive and stimulating learning
environment that takes account of all of the children’s needs, interests and stage of
development;

e the children experience a range of well-planned play based activities that help to
promote their creativity and imagination and develop their thinking skills and
personal capabilities;

e the staff use a range of appropriate teaching strategies that enable them to meet the
differing needs and interest of the children and to help them to make connections
in their learning; and

e appropriate methods are in place to observe the children and monitor their
progress and learning.

Good progress has been made in the areas for improvement identified during the original
inspection. The educational and pastoral needs of the learners are well met. The parents and
broader community can have confidence in the effectiveness of the school’s response to the
findings of the inspection and its capacity for sustained self-improvement.



APPENDIX
HEALTH AND SAFETY

The central classroom is currently used as the children’s library, a storage facility and staff room
collectively and is very congested. The use of this area needs to be reviewed urgently in order to
accommodate all three facilities in a more discrete, secure and orderly way.
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	Yours faithfully
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