
The Inspection of the Post-Graduate Certificate of Education  
Information for Academic Staff/Lecturers/Tutors and Students 

Why is the PGCE being inspected in 2018-2019? 

All universities and university colleges providing Initial Teacher Education are visited and 
inspected by the Education and Training Inspectorate (ETI) working on behalf of the 
Department of Education (DE) and the Department for the Economy (DfE).  

The purpose of the inspection is to help to promote the highest possible standards of learning, 
teaching and achievement.  To this end, the ETI team inspects the quality of leadership and 
management, how well student teachers achieve, and the quality of provision for learning and 
teaching. 

Inspections inform all the key stakeholders, including the General Teaching Council for 
Northern Ireland, about the quality, appropriateness and effectiveness of initial teacher 
education.   The inspection is an important element in approving the PGCE programmes. 

Who inspects? 

The inspectors have a wide range of experience and qualifications in education, including in 
initial teacher education.  The team is led by the Reporting Inspector, who manages the 
inspection and is responsible for the report of the findings. 

What happens? 

Full details of the inspection process, expectations and requirements are set out at the 
following link:  https://www.etini.gov.uk/publications/self-evaluation-and-inspection-teacher-
education-provision-2018-2019  

A small sample of students will be visited during their school placement and their teaching 
observed.  These visits will take place late in the autumn 2018 and early spring 2019. 
Students involved will be advised.  The inspectors will not assess the students’ teaching 
but may offer constructive advice. 

An inspector may also log-on to online provision which students are using.  If this occurs, it 
will be for a short, specific period of time and all students using the provision will be advised. 

Students or staff, who wish to speak to the Reporting Inspector or any members of the 
inspection team, either individually or as members of small groups, may contact the Reporting 
Inspector through the address below. 

The ETI Complaints Procedure is available online and any concerns which arise during the 
inspection should be drawn immediately to the attention of the inspector concerned and the 
Reporting Inspector. 

A copy of the inspection report will be sent to the initial teacher education provider and will be 
published online at www.etini.gov.uk  

J Kelly, Inspection Services Branch, 
The Department of Education, 
Telephone: 028 9127 9726     

Rathgael House, 43 Balloo Road, 
BANGOR, Co Down BT19 7PR 
Email: ETI@education-ni.gov.uk 
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